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A Letter from John Mancuso,
Executive Director, CDI

My first year here has been an immensely exciting one. From the start, | have
been impressed by the amazing students and teachers at Manhattan
Comprehensive Night & Day High School (MCNDHS), CDI’s great track
record of service, and the remarkable outpouring of private support we receive.
My staff and | are inspired daily to work harder and more creatively than
ever to give our students every chance to succeed.

It was a year of transition for us and a stimulating challenge for me,
replacing the founding executive director of CDI. I've looked, listened,
learned, and tried to apply my 22 years of experience in the not-for-profit
field. Building on a solid foundation, our team has extended, deepened, and
effectively targeted our services.

Along with our MCNDHS colleagues, we've been especially concerned about
reaching our urban American-born students, and we’re starting to see results.
These are the young people whose formal education has been interrupted by
academic and social problems, who on average have been to three other high
schools, and who come here thinking that this school will be just like the others.
Our greatest joy is seeing these students leave with a diploma, a place in college
or gainful employment, and—most important—with a new sense of hope and
belief in themselves.

Al this is made possible by the many generous gifts we receive. \e're
especially indebted to the Robin Hood Foundation, for their ongoing support
and their contribution to the rebuilding and refurbishing of our Student Life
Center. We're also appreciative of the high-level of support we receive from the
Tiger, Lone Pine, Credit Suisse, Ambrose Monell and The Horace W. Goldsmith
Foundations, and from many other corporate and individual donors besides.

To maintain this positive momentum
and continue our history of success, we
need your help—in whatever way
you can give it, whether through
donations or volunteer participation.
Please remember that, because CDI
shares a building with MCNDHS, our
costs are remarkably low. Virtually
every dollar you give to CDI will go
directly to serve students who are
determined to help themselves. They
are richly deserving of your support.




From the Much has changed in the 17 years since we started MCNDHS, but our

. : ’ mission remains the same: to educate older students who are determined to
Pri |:1C| pal S get their academic high school diplomas.
Office At first, we were open only at night—part of a great tradition that began
when New York City colleges or high schools first offered evening classes for
people with daytime commitments. Many of our students, being older, also
have adult responsibilities. They have day jobs to hold and families to support.
We are here for them day and night, six days a week.
Over the years, the demographic makeup of our students has changed
dramatically. We started with older American-born youth, many from
disadvantaged families, who were in need of extra support from our teachers,
tutors, and counselors. Today, however, we have many more recently arrived
foreign-born youth, being over aged, they could not find high schools willing
to accept them. Most begin with little command of English, but a strong
desire to succeed in their new country. For them, as for two centuries of
immigrants, New York is the entry door to life in America. And for our
students, the key to opening that door is an education at MCNDHS.
What makes our school unique is the extra support we provide through
our non-profit arm, CDI, whose Student Life Center offers our youth the
Howard Friedman, kind of support they may be missing at home—at no expense to them. And
founder and principal of because we share our building with them, both the school and CDI are
Manhattan Comprehensive ~ tremendously cost-efficient. Even though we operate day and night, we
Night & Day High School educate youth for less than the average N.Y.C. public high school.

Our talented and devoted faculty and CDI staff combine to provide
extraordinary academic support, a safe environment, and a sympathetic ear
for youngsters who've never before had these advantages. Many of our
students come to us after trying at two or three other schools, where,
significantly, they were several years older than their fellow students. At
MCNDHS, they’re in the company of their peers. There’s no substitute for
going to school with people your own age—it creates a gestalt that helps
our kids to succeed.

Perhaps the surest sign that we’re doing something right is that others
seek to imitate us. Visiting school administrators from Minneapolis, Boston,
and Denver—and from Paris and Oslo—have shown interest in following
our example. But we can't be complacent, because we’re in constant need of
additional support, tangible and intangible: both the funding for CDI and
the services it provides, and the human capital that makes our school so
special. Though we have a large number of volunteers, we need more. Every
youngster needs an adult in his or her life. We’re always looking for tutors
and mentors and functioning adults—New Yorkers leading successful lives—
to serve as role models for our students.

In this newsletter, and in more to come, we’ll keep you informed of our
programs, our activities, and our progress. We’re proud of what we’ve
accomplished, but we’re never satisfied. With your support, we can help a
lot more youth to help themselves.
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